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Ogmore Vale Primary School 
Assessment Arrangements Policy
2024-25 
At Ogmore Vale Primary School, we believe that to facilitate teaching and learning, a comprehensive assessment strategy is essential. 
We are committed to:
· Ensuring early and accurate identification of individuals’ needs, so that support can be implemented. 
· Involving all staff, pupils and parents in the assessment process.
·  Regularly monitoring progress. 
·  Setting individual pupil targets that are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound (SMART). 
· Acknowledging achievement. 
· Working with other agencies as needed. 
· Providing equal opportunities for all.
 The process of assessment is central to helping pupils progress and fulfil their potential. It is also necessary to provide a framework to ensure that learning objectives can be set and used to inform lesson planning, resources and support. We use assessments to inform whole-school objectives and training – we will ensure assessment is integrated methodically into teaching strategies, so that progress can be monitored and barriers to learning can be identified at pupil, group, class or whole-school level. The assessment process can only be successful if regular reviews take place and plans are communicated and actioned at all levels
Since the implementation of the Curriculum for Wales 2002, and the removal of National Curriculum levels, schools in Wales are responsible for organising their own assessment structure. Assessment arrangements are guided by Welsh Government legislation. More information can be found here: 
Assessment arrangements - Hwb
assessment-arrangements-consultation-document.pdf 
Assessment approaches 
At Ogmore Vale Primary School, we see assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning, and it is inextricably linked to our curriculum. We use three broad overarching forms of assessment: day-to-day in-school formative assessment, in-school summative assessment and nationally standardised summative assessment.

In-school formative assessment
 Effective in-school formative assessment enables:
·  Teachers to understand how pupils are performing on a continuing basis and to use this information to provide appropriate support or extension, evaluate teaching and plan future lessons. 
· Pupils to measure their knowledge and understanding against learning objectives, and identify areas in which they need to improve 
· Parents to gain a broad picture of where their child’s strengths and weaknesses lie, and what they need to do to improve.

 At Ogmore Vale Primary School, we ensure that formative assessment is pivotal in each lesson and forms the basis for the next steps of learning which will be taking place. We adopt a wide range of formative assessment strategies and techniques in school. The main strategies are listed below:
·  Marking and Feedback forms part of formative assessment and this is outlined in the Marking and Feedback policy. 
· Questioning is a main part of any classroom teaching and at Ogmore Vale, we strive to ensure effective questioning is central to understanding, developing and consolidating new skills and concepts. 
· Self-assessment and peer-assessment is used throughout, a variety of, sessions where children can, for example, use linked or other strategies to work out if their, or their work partners, original response or answer is correct. 
· Learning objectives are always shared at the beginning of each lesson with the children to ensure that they know the expectation and the outcome that they should secure.
· Oral feedback, along with marking, also plays an important role and is often used to explain more complex steps or when reading teacher feedback becomes a barrier to a child accessing their own feedback. 
· Children are always encouraged to recognise and evaluate their work against the lesson objective and success criteria. 
· Teachers and children, reflect on performance and set targets for further development. 
·  On-going formative assessment provides the evidence for the basis for making assessment judgements for each of the six areas of learning at the end of each academic year. 
· Ongoing formative assessment ensures that; knowledge, skills and understanding are continually assessed and that the next steps of learning are supported and developed; that gaps are identified and interventions or sessions are put in place to address this and that misconceptions are quickly acknowledged and addressed.
In School Summative Assessment 
Assessment at Ogmore Vale Primary School serves many purposes, but the main purpose of assessment in our school is to help teachers, parents and pupils plan their next steps in learning. At Ogmore Vale Primary, we use the outcomes of assessment to check and support our teaching standards and help us improve. We assess pupils against learning objectives and success criteria, which are short, discrete, qualitative and concrete descriptions of what a pupil is expected to learn, know and be able to do.

 Effective in-school summative assessment enables: 
· School leaders to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and attainment 
· Teachers to identify whether the individual children are working below, at or above their chronological age 
· Teachers to evaluate learning at the end of a unit or period and the impact of their own teaching 
· Pupils to understand how well they have learned and understood a topic or course of work taught over a period of time. It should be used to provide feedback on how they can improve.
· Parents to stay informed about the achievement, progress and wider outcomes of their child across a period.


Throughout the academic year, there are 3 summative assessment periods – one in the Autumn Term, one in the Spring Term and one in the Summer Term. 
An overview of summative assessments used are detailed below by age group and subject and term:

	
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Nursery
	Wellcomm
	Wellcomm

	Wellcomm


	Reception
	Benchmarking (reading)
Language Link (Speech and Language) 
	Benchmarking (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)


	Year 1
	Benchmarking (reading)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)
	Benchmarking (reading)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)


	Year 2
	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)


	Year 3
	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)


	Year 4
	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)


	Year 5
	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)


	Year 6
	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)

	Benchmarking (reading)
SWST (spelling)
Salford (reading)
MALT (Maths)




Nationally standardised summative assessment
 Nationally standardised summative assessment enables:
· School leaders to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and attainment 
· Teachers to understand national expectations and assess their own performance in the broader national context 
· Pupils and parents to understand how pupils are performing in comparison to pupils nationally
At Ogmore Vale Primary School, children in Years 2-6 undertake the Welsh Government National Tests in Numeracy and Reading.  The purpose of these assessments provide feedback on children’s reading and numeracy skills so that they, their teachers and parents/carers can understand where they are in their learning journey. The information from the assessments helps teachers to plan next steps and to support learners to make progress.
At Ogmore Vale Primary School children in Years 2-6 undertake the Welsh Government National tests biannually – in line with the Autumn and Summer assessment periods. 
 More information about these assessments can be found here:
WG40198 

Collecting and Using Data
We focus on the following principles for evaluating and collecting data at Ogmore Vale Primary School:
· We ensure that data collected is clear and focused on our school audience. 
· We understand the limitations of the data we collect and what we can infer from it to make improvements over time. 
· We ensure that the collection of data is proportionate focusing on improving future teaching and learning  
Collection of assessment data is done using SIMS. Data is uploaded by class teachers and analysed by senior leaders. This data analysis includes:
1. Progress made for all groups of learners over the term
2. Where children are in relation to their age-related expectation across all groups of learners
The data collected is shared in school with relevant staff and also communicated with parents in parent consultations and on school reports.
Additionally, pupil progress meetings are held termly between class teachers and the headteacher. The purpose of these pupil progress meetings is to ensure that staff understand the journey of the learner. 
Where learners are identified as having additional learning needs (ALN), meetings are held termly between class teachers and the ALNCO. The purpose of these meetings is to understand the child’s barriers to learning and to put support measures in place. 

Reporting to Parents 
Reporting to parents and carers is a fundamental part of our assessment practices at Ogmore Vale Primary School to encourage, engage, motivate and improving future learning. Assessment data is reported to our parents in the form of both consultation evening and written reports. The format for reporting to parents is outlined below:
Autumn term consultation meeting discussions surround details on: attainment and progress performance over the term, attendance data and future learning targets. 
Spring term consultation meeting discussions surround details on: attainment and progress performance over the term, attendance data and future learning targets. 
Summer term end of year reports complete with attendance data and with the opportunity to have a consultation with the class teacher regarding the year’s progress and achievements
In addition to this, there is an ‘innovate’ session termly where parents are invited into school to complete activities with their children around a set theme. During these sessions, parents are given the opportunity to view their child’s work completed in class. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
Governors are responsible for: 
· Being familiar with statutory assessment systems as well as how the school’s own system of non-statutory assessment captures the attainment and progress of all pupils. 
· Holding school leaders to account for improving pupil and staff performance by rigorously analysing assessment data.

The headteacher is responsible for:
· Ensuring that the policy is adhered to
· Monitoring standards across all areas of the curriculum 
· Analysing pupil progress and attainment, including individual pupils and specific groups
· Prioritising key actions to address underachievement 
· Reporting to governors on all key aspects of pupil progress and attainment, including current standards and trends over previous years
Teachers are responsible for following the assessment procedures outlined in this policy. 
image1.jpeg
vgh Pri-q,.y
09‘ t KM‘ ,’°°

~t o
Doy &)
! Gynradd cwe©




